
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

SAT medium 2010 3,886,263 3,886,263 3,886,263

SAT medium 2011 3,967,764 3,967,764 3,967,764

SAT medium 2012 4,035,142 4,035,142 4,035,142

SAT medium 2013 3,998,343 3,998,343 3,998,343

SAT medium 2014 4,049,550 4,049,550 4,049,550

SAT medium 2015 4,057,345 4,057,345 4,057,345

SAT medium 2016 4,162,863 4,162,863 4,162,863

SAT medium 2017 4,300,499 4,300,499 4,300,499

SAT medium 2018e 4,750,359 4,855,419 4,687,611

SAT medium 2019 5,117,300 5,490,524 4,833,409

SAT medium 2020 5,235,861 5,644,181 4,870,585

SAT medium 2021 5,341,850 5,749,428 4,921,166

SAT medium 2022 5,439,631 5,951,665 4,952,591

SAT medium 2023 5,532,802 6,157,051 4,974,218

SAT medium 2024 5,619,419 6,231,732 4,990,971

SAT medium 2025 5,707,228 6,386,383 5,014,770

SAT medium 2026 5,795,868 6,541,922 5,039,151

SAT medium 2027 5,886,961 6,707,614 5,059,809

SAT medium 2028 5,982,234 6,884,990 5,080,502

SAT medium 2029 6,080,952 7,095,150 5,098,591

SAT medium 2030 6,183,591 7,288,806 5,118,774

SAT medium 2031 6,288,499 7,475,973 5,139,686

SAT medium 2032 6,394,071 7,659,717 5,163,872

SAT medium 2033 6,500,663 7,851,326 5,190,482

SAT medium 2034 6,610,272 8,043,480 5,208,410

SAT medium 2035 6,720,320 8,229,270 5,216,820

SAT medium 2036 6,830,963 8,405,176 5,222,687

SAT medium 2037 6,942,688 8,589,423 5,230,888

SAT medium 2038 7,053,462 8,780,831 5,241,273

SAT medium 2039 7,163,078 8,973,359 5,253,844

SAT medium 2040 7,273,926 9,168,391 5,266,905

SAT medium 2041 7,381,717 9,342,816 5,278,721

SAT medium 2042 7,493,553 9,508,993 5,290,226

SAT medium 2043 7,607,441 9,678,358 5,299,993

SAT medium 2044 7,722,663 9,843,283 5,307,756

SAT medium 2045 7,839,936 10,001,946 5,312,020
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

SAT medium 2010 178,488 178,488 178,488

SAT medium 2011 179,203 179,203 179,203

SAT medium 2012 178,382 178,382 178,382

SAT medium 2013 178,897 178,897 178,897

SAT medium 2014 173,414 173,414 173,414

SAT medium 2015 170,260 170,260 170,260

SAT medium 2016 165,352 165,352 165,352

SAT medium 2017 160,542 160,542 160,542

SAT medium 2018 164,679 177,494 152,802

SAT medium 2019 167,269 190,300 146,140

SAT medium 2020 169,769 196,094 144,450

SAT medium 2021 172,037 199,918 144,075

SAT medium 2022 174,170 205,175 143,870

SAT medium 2023 176,229 210,167 143,805

SAT medium 2024 178,152 212,330 143,839

SAT medium 2025 180,097 215,965 144,154

SAT medium 2026 182,059 219,301 144,792

SAT medium 2027 184,066 222,840 145,356

SAT medium 2028 186,151 226,606 145,919

SAT medium 2029 188,301 231,007 146,423

SAT medium 2030 190,524 235,624 146,411

SAT medium 2031 192,790 239,555 146,969

SAT medium 2032 195,069 243,421 147,598

SAT medium 2033 197,368 247,440 148,273

SAT medium 2034 199,724 251,465 148,773

SAT medium 2035 202,092 255,365 149,075

SAT medium 2036 204,473 259,069 149,344

SAT medium 2037 206,876 262,946 149,661

SAT medium 2038 209,264 266,961 150,019

SAT medium 2039 211,635 271,009 150,432

SAT medium 2040 214,030 274,999 150,952

SAT medium 2041 216,374 278,693 151,356

SAT medium 2042 218,792 282,217 151,747

SAT medium 2043 221,250 285,802 152,109

SAT medium 2044 223,736 289,300 152,429

SAT medium 2045 226,260 292,557 152,793
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